A rapid method for the isolation of intact glycosomes from Trypanosoma brucei by Percoll -gradient centrifugation in a vertical rotor.
A rapid method for the isolation of intact glycosomes from trypanosoma brucei is described. A post large-granule extract is subjected to density-gradient centrifugation on isotonic Percoll in a vertical rotor. This results in a good separation of the glycosomes, which equilibrated at 1.09 g/cm3, from other cellular components. Glycosomes isolated from such a gradient are 9-fold purified relative to the starting homogenate with a yield of 25%. Their glycolytic enzymes exhibit a high latency indicative of an intact glycosomal membrane.